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A B O U T  A R T P R E N T I C E S H I P  +  5 0 7  G A L L E R Y  

Creat ive Waco’s  ARTPrent iceship
program offers  young creat ives  in
our  c i ty  meaningfu l  pa id work and
pract ica l  t ra in ing whi le  connect ing
them to members  of  the creat ive
community ,  empower ing them to
grow further  and make thei r  mark!

This  exhib i t ion,  a longs ide two
stunning large sca le  mura ls ,  are the
resul ts  f rom th is  year 's  program.
Our mentors  and team are del ighted
to have the pr iv i lege of  partner ing
with 507 Gal lery  for  th is  showing.  

Establ ished th is  year  in  Waco
TX,  507 Gal lery  prov ides space
for  art i s ts  to express ,  form,  and
shape cul ture and community .

Exper ience th is  thoughtfu l ly
curated space located in  THRST
Coffee.
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E X H I B I T I O N  S U M M A R Y

We inv i te  you to immerse yourse l f  in  a  capt ivat ing art i s t ic  journey that
transcends t ime and perspect ive.  "a t ime for  wonder:  An
ARTPrent iceship Exhib i t ion" unvei l s  the creat ive prowess of  our  2023
apprent ices ,  guided by thei r  mentors  to explore the tapestr ies  of  thei r
own l ives .  Through thei r  carefu l ly  chosen imagery,  these young art i s ts
have woven a narrat ive that  resonates with thei r  past ,  present ,  and
aspirat ions for  the future.

This  exhib i t ion is  a  ce lebrat ion of  the intersect ion between mentorsh ip
and art i s t ic  express ion,  where mentors  have played a p ivota l  ro le  in
encouraging apprent ices  to pause and ref lect  upon the wonders  of  thei r
indiv idual  journeys.  The resul t  i s  an enchant ing col lect ion of  art  that
embodies  the depth and divers i ty  of  thei r  exper iences.

Each piece on display i s  a  testament to the art i s t 's  unique perspect ive.
The artworks  speak not  only  to thei r  technica l  sk i l l s  but  a lso to thei r
emot ional  depth and res i l ience.  As you wander  through the gal lery ,  you
wi l l  encounter  a  symphony of  colors ,  textures ,  and art i s t ic  mediums that
come together  to create a  v iv id portraya l  of  personal  s tor ies  and
aspirat ions.

"a t ime for  wonder:  An ARTPrent iceship Exhib i t ion" is  an inv i tat ion to
traverse the corr idors  of  human exper ience.  I t  i s  a  reminder  that
everyone is  a  canvas,  pa inted with a  myr iad of  emot ions,  memories ,  and
dreams.  Take a moment.  Set  as ide the rush of  da i ly  l i fe  and embrace the
power of  introspect ion,  to marvel  at  the res i l ience of  these young art i s ts ,
and to f ind moments  of  connect ion in  the shared threads of  the human
journey.

Join us  in  ce lebrat ing the beauty of  se l f -d iscovery and the last ing impact
of  mentorsh ip.  Step into a  wor ld where art  i s  not  just  a  v isua l  spectac le
but  a  profound narrat ive that  unvei l s  the essence of  being.  "a t ime for
wonder:  An ARTPrent iceship Exhib i t ion" awaits  your  presence.

A  T I M E  F O R  W O N D E R : A N  A R T P R E N T I C E S H I P
E X H I B I T I O N
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A R T I S T  S T A T E M E N T S

CHILDHOOD ON A CANVAS
Montanah DeLeon 
Acry l ic  on canvas
$250
Everyone's  ch i ldhood is  d i f ferent .  The years
go by,  and you're growing up.  I  don’t  watch
the shows now that  I  watched when I  was 8
years  o ld,  and I  don’t  wear  the c lothes f rom
when I  was 5 years  o ld.

As I  got  o lder ,  I  d is tanced mysel f  f rom my
chi ldhood habits .  When I  wake up on
Chr istmas morning now,  I  don't  jump out  of
bed and run to the Chr istmas t ree to see
what  "Santa" brought  me.  I  used to ask for
the latest  act ion f igures  or  v ideo games;  now
I  ask for  c lothes and socks.

The skul l  in  my piece represents  "Si lence." I f
you don't  know me,  I  have a  stutter .  I t ’ s  hard
for  me to ta lk  somet imes;  I  get  stuck t ry ing
to say something and end up say ing "uh,
uhm, uh,  uh."  I  rea l ly  don't  have a  voice of
my own,  but  I  express  my emot ions and
feel ings through art .  

This  i s  how I  communicate with my audience.
This  i s  my voice.

SPROUT
Nayel i  F lores
Acry l ic  on canvas,  t r iptych
Set  of  3 ,  $300 

Throughout adolescence,  we are
taught  never  to forget  our  past ,  as
i t  can prevent  future mistakes.  We
learn f rom our  past ,  remember i t ,
and move forward.  

"Sprout" reveals  a  part  of  my past
and a part  of  my current  se l f .
Compris ing three interconnected
vine segments ,  "Sprout" d isplays
my past ,  present ,  and future
growth,  showcas ing my abi l i ty  to
persevere despite obstac les .

In  the in i t ia l  p iece,  I  incorporate a  broken rope swing,  a  d i r ty  soccer  bal l ,  and
blossoming f lowers  to symbol ize my v ibrant  yet  worn chi ldhood.  The second sect ion
i l lustrates  the v ine's  ongoing growth,  but  a lso i ts  entanglement with in  i tse l f  and
entrapment in  technology.  The th i rd and f ina l  p iece embodies  my future,  with the v ine
pers is tent ly  reaching upward toward a radiant  l ight .  I t  s t r ives  to touch the l ight  at  the
end of  a  dark tunnel  whi le  reta in ing an awareness  of  the past .
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A R T I S T  S T A T E M E N T S

FRIED RICE
LIN GUO
3-D WORK, MIXED MEDIA AND RESIN
$330

“Let  h im cook” is  a  s lang express ion
meaning to let  someone do thei r  th ing,
t rust ing the outcome wi l l  be good.

My v isua l  art  p iece is  of  a  wok,  toss ing
paper  stars  and a few i tems that  represent
my chi ldhood above an overbear ing f i re .
Growing up with demanding parents ,  thei r
pressure for  me to fu l f i l l  the model  As ian
chi ld ro le  was hot ,  and they cons istent ly
inf luenced me to abandon interests  and
hobbies  outs ide academics  and restaurant
work.

TALARIA
Ains ley Guy
Watercolor  ser ies  mounted on woodblock
$300

Time stands as  an unyie ld ing force;  despite our
ef forts ,  i t  re lent less ly  moves forward.
Frequent ly ,  we st r ive to reta in  moments  in  our
l ives ,  only  to see them elude our  grasp.  

My ser ies ,  "Talar ia ,"  comprises  f ive watercolor
artworks  portray ing the var ious shoes that
adorned my feet  dur ing my adolescence.  These
pieces col laborate to capture my phys ica l  and
menta l  evolut ion f rom bir th to the present .

Our l ives  swi f t ly  t ranspire,  and suddenly  we
exi t  one phase to enter  the next .  "Talar ia"
offers  a  chance to peer  into the past  and grasp
onto these f leet ing instances a  b i t  longer .

The composi t ion,  movement,  and objects  inc luded in  th is  work h ints  at  the person I
could have become,  i f  a l lowed to pursue th ings I  l iked… or  had the luxury  of
discover ing ta lents .  The f i re  coming through the hole in  the wok burns what  i s
supposed to be cooked.  Through what  i s  burned,  I  sa lvage what  i s  retr ievable to let
mysel f  cook again later
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A R T I S T  S T A T E M E N T S

A MILLION DIFFERENT MOMENTS
Har lee Hampton
Mounted acry l ic  min iatures  on shel l s
$330

Memories  are tact i le .  Texture,  both
v isual  and phys ica l ,  are very  important
to th is  p iece.  Every  shel l  represents  a
met icu lous ly  captured instance in
t ime,  yet  f rom a distance,  they
seamless ly  merge.  

Memories  b lur ,  caus ing us  to lose
s ight  of  indiv idual  moments .
Express ions l ike "my chi ldhood"
s impl i fy  the journey of  growing up
into a  s ingle event ,  though in  t ruth,  i t
compr ises  count less  d ist inct  instances
that  shape our  future se lves .

ALL COMES TO AN END
Emma Serrano
Acry l ic  on canvas
$250
My artwork explores  the intr icate
interplay of  l i fe  and death,  delv ing into
thei r  cyc l ica l  nature.  I  employed acry l ic
paints  to infuse textures  across  the
canvas.  The v isua l  e lements  mirror  the
concept that  our  ident i ty  i s  shaped by
the indiv iduals  around us ,  as  we are
profoundly  inf luenced by our
surroundings.

Those who have lef t  the greatest  impact
on me are my immediate fami ly ,  thei r
memory f i rmly  held.  Creat ing art
prov ides me a means to art icu late my
thoughts  and perspect ives  on l i fe .  I t
remains  cruc ia l  for  me to mainta in  a
focus on my aspi rat ions and cons istent ly
remind mysel f  of  the swi f t  passage of
t ime.  This  rea l izat ion propels  me to
cont inuous ly  embrace new exper iences
and avoid plac ing l imitat ions upon
mysel f .
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A R T I S T  S T A T E M E N T S

WE EMBODY OUR SOUL
Kaelyn Queste l le
3-D work,  p laster  and mixed media
$330

While suf fer ing remains  an inev i table part  of  l i fe ,  i t  a lways holds the potent ia l  for
new beginnings and rebir th.  Sculpture of fers  a  unique avenue to i l lust rate the
process  of  rebui ld ing f rom the ground up.  Through th is  p iece,  I  a im to convey that
creat ion can emerge f rom nothingness ,  and whi le  l i fe  might  br ing hardship,  i t  a lso
carr ies  opportuni t ies  for  growth and renewal .  Whi le  death is  often v iewed as  f ina l i ty ,
with in  the cyc le  of  l i fe ,  i t  serves as  a  foundat ion for  re juvenat ion and advancement.

Our phys ica l  form is  intertwined with our  h istory .  V iewing death as  a  cata lyst  for
rebir th delves into the explorat ion of  our  future.  You might  quest ion why a 16-year-
o ld shares  such an int imate connect ion with death and bodi ly  wel l -being.  S ince
chi ldhood,  I 've grappled with heal th chal lenges,  s tart ing with ear  drum issues and
asthma,  progress ing to organ hern ias  and severe menta l  d isorders  l ike schizophrenia .  

This  scu lpture symbol izes  my intent  to depict  and preserve my body for  the years
ahead.  I t  encapsulates  my past ,  present ,  and future.  S imi lar  to how the anc ient
Egypt ians mummif ied thei r  bodies  to ensure thei r  souls  endured after  death,  I  too
seek to safeguard my body for  the sake of  my soul .  For ,  u l t imately ,  we do not
possess  a  soul ;  we encompass and mani fest  i t  through our  phys ica l  form.
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A R T I S T  S T A T E M E N T S

CLARITY
Lucy Ward
Oi l  on canvas,  d iptych
$400

The f i rs t  s tage of  our  l i fe  starts  with others  def in ing who we are.  The
people around us  hold the paintbrush and paint  who they want  us  to be.

The f i rs t  pa int ing explores  the ef fects  of  lett ing others  hold the paintbrush
to our  l ives .  The unf in ished oi l  pa int  s ty le  shows the turmoi l  many young
people exper ience as  humans wonder ing how we f i t  into the wor ld around
us.  The hands represent  the di f ferent  people who play a  part  in  shaping
our  personal i t ies .  Yet  underneath the hands l ies  the gi r l  who is  covered up
by others '  in f luence and t rapped ins ide expectat ions.  

The second paint ing represents  c lar i ty .
This  p iece depicts  how my future se l f
wi l l  have adapted to become a great
balance of  mysel f  and the people
around me,  fueled by my recent
discovery of  mysel f .

By us ing oi l  pa int ,  th is  p iece creates  a
sense of  va lue and rea l i sm so that
v iewers  can imagine me in  the place of
the gi r l  in  the paint ing,  and exper ience
the image of  a  g i r l  breaking out  of  her
shel l  and no longer  being def ined by
the people around her .  In  addit ion to
oi l  pa ints ,  the use of  mixed media g ives
the paint ings a  sense of  depth and
contrast .

Overa l l  th is  personal  ser ies  has  been a great  way to help me discover  how
much I  have grown in  my journey to f ind mysel f  and pick up the brush
paint ing my l i fe .  
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A R T I S T  S T A T E M E N T S

CATALYST
Avianna Harr is
Oi l  on canvas,  d iptych
$250

My art is t ic  explorat ion delves into the profound
impact  of  a  chal lenging chi ldhood on the journey of
personal  growth and the evolut ion of  beauty.
Drawing f rom personal  exper iences and
observat ions,  I  delve into the t ransformat ive nature
of  these t r ia ls  and the emergence of  beauty amid
advers i ty .

The raw authent ic i ty  of  a  d i f f icu l t  ch i ldhood
signi f icant ly  molds indiv iduals ,  leav ing both v is ib le
and concealed scars .  As an art i s t ,  I  fee l  compel led to
navigate these emot ional  landscapes,  inv i t ing
viewers  into a  deeply  human explorat ion of
res i l ience,  redemption,  and the pursu i t  of  beauty.

My creat ive process  resembles a  v isua l  d iary ,  weaving together  f ragments  of  memory,
emot ion,  and contemplat ion.  Us ing a range of  mediums,  f rom paint ing to sculpture,  I
s t r ive to encapsulate the essence of  th is  t ransformat ive journey.  Through bold
brushstrokes,  int r icate deta i l s ,  and exper imenta l  techniques,  I  a im to v isua l ly  convey
the complexi ty  and depth of  each stage in  the beauty evolut ion.

Whi le  my focus centers  on personal  growth,  I  f i rmly  bel ieve in  the universa l i ty  of  these
exper iences.  By delv ing into the nuances of  my own story ,  I  a im to evoke empathy and
understanding with in  each v iewer.  My intent ion is  to break down barr iers  between the
art is t  and the audience,  foster ing a col laborat ive space for  ref lect ion and connect ion.

In  my art i s t ic  express ion,  beauty def ies  soc ieta l
norms,  emerging f rom the f ractures  and crev ices  of
a  chal lenging past .  I t  t ranscends appearances,
ce lebrat ing the indomitable spi r i t  of  humanity .
Through the explorat ion of  texture,  color ,  and form,
I  a im to communicate the innate st rength and beauty
that  can ar ise f rom even the harshest  c i rcumstances.

Ult imately ,  my art  s tands as  a  testament to the
transformat ive power of  embrac ing a chal lenging
chi ldhood and us ing i t  as  a  cata lyst  for  se l f -
d iscovery and growth.  By captur ing the beauty
evolut ion,  I  i l luminate the often-over looked
moments  of  t r iumph born f rom di f f icu l t  beginnings.
I t  i s  my aspi rat ion that  v iewers  wi l l  engage with my 

work not  so le ly  on an aesthet ic  level ,  but  a lso as  a  cata lyst  for  introspect ion and a
wel lspr ing of  inspi rat ion.  This  serves as  a  reminder  of  the inherent  beauty that  res ides
with in  a l l  of  us .
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A R T I S T  S T A T E M E N T S

SDRW
Dai ja  Young
Acry l ic  on canvas 
$250

While subsequent  act ions wi l l  shape your  future,  the past  grants  you an endur ing
ident i ty .  My past  conta ins  numerous moments  and act ions that  have molded me today,
but  one aspect  remains  constant :  my st ruggle to communicate due to speech problems.
Throughout  my upbr inging,  I  spent  many days in  a  smal l  room pract ic ing words.  This
journey has shaped me into a  reserved indiv idual  who often tunes out  the wor ld with
music .  Despite the chal lenges,  I 've dedicated s igni f icant  ef fort  to advancing my l i fe ,
cu lminat ing in  my ear ly  h igh school  graduat ion at  16.  A road leading to col lege l ies
ahead,  as  I  work towards an associate's  degree in  bus iness ,  wi th aspi rat ions of  personal
growth.

Acry l ic  pa int  serves as  the pr imary medium in  creat ing th is  artwork.  Drawing f rom
personal  exper ience,  I  recognize the versat i l i ty  of  acry l ic ,  which proved ideal  for
depict ing var ious art  s ty les  that  showcase changes over  t ime and personal
development.  The color  palette leans towards dul l  and dark hues,  ref lect ing sh i f ts  in  my
emotions over  t ime and how I 've often come across  as  unassuming.  The appl icat ion of
white on the stacks  of  books symbol izes  that  my educat ional  journey is  s t i l l  ongoing—
an evolv ing process  as  I  acquire more knowledge.  B lue and white,  appl ied to the chai rs
and tables ,  s igni fy  memories  f rom my speech therapy past .  The letters  "SDRW"
represent  speech delay,  ref lect ing my chal lenges with certa in  letters .  At  the bottom of
the piece,  c losed l ips  symbol ize my s i lence and reserved nature.

Change and events  are inescapable as  l i fe
advances;  however ,  our  responses to these
c i rcumstances d ictate the contours  of  our
future.
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F I L M  T E A M

DYLIN BARNARD JAI'DEN WHITE MARIO PERALAS

With the increase in  popular i ty  of  content  creat ion and the explos ion of
short - form v ideo soc ia l  p lat forms l ike T ikTok and Instagram Reels ,
ARTPrent iceship expanded i ts  programming to inc lude dig i ta l  media in
2021.  The 2020 and 2021 programs documented ARTPrent iceship's  mura l
process  p ivot ing the program throughout  pandemic and the stor ies  that
emerged.  The 2022 apprent ices  created three short  f i lms h ighl ight ing
histor ic  smal l  bus inesses in  South Waco.

This  year  we partnered with Dominic  V i l la  and RJ Jones to lead the f i lm
team. Dominic ,  a  se l f - taught  portra i t  photographer  and v ideographer
with a  focus on short  documentar ies ,  and RJ Jones,  a  l i festy le
photographer  and content  creator ,  brought  near ly  two decades of
exper ience to the program.

The apprent ices  were tasked with document ing the work of  thei r  fe l low
visual  art  apprent ices '  progress  of  the two mura ls  at  the Herr ingbone
Hotel .  Through the guidance of  Dom and RJ the f i lm team grew thei r
expert ise by work ing with var ious camera models ,  conceptual iz ing and
execut ing v ideo storyte l l ing and edit ing with Adobe Creat ive Sui te.
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